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On August 25, 1917, the 38th
Division was formally organized at
Camp Shelby, Mississippi – the 13th
of 17 new Guard divisions formed in
response to America’s entry into World
War I.  Comprised of National Guard
troops from Indiana, Kentucky, and
West Virginia, it immediately began its
preparation for commitment to combat
in Europe.  It was during this stay at
Camp Shelby that the Division acquired
its nickname “The Cyclone Division”
when on April 17, 1918, a great storm
played havoc with much of the
Division’s cantonment area.

On Jan. 17, 1941, the 38th Infantry
Division was mobilized for active
service.  On March 1, 1942, the 38th
Division formally became the 38th
Infantry Division.  In early January
1944, the Division sailed from New
Orleans bound for the Pacific Theater.
On Dec. 6, 1944, the 38th Infantry
Division landed on the Island of Leyte
under fire.  After 19 days of intense
fighting, the island was finally declared
secure on Christmas Day 1944.

On the morning of Jan. 29, 1945, the
38th landed on the West Coast of the
Island of Luzon.  Three days later, the
Division’s lead elements ran into the
main Japanese defensive position, which
protected the Bataan Peninsula, at a
place referred to as Zig Zag Pass.  The
battle for Zig Zag Pass turned out to be
a two-week fight that entailed some of
the fiercest combat action recorded in
the Southwest Pacific Theater.  In the
end, the courageous soldiers of the 38th
prevailed.

The Division played a leading role
during subsequent operations to clear

the Bataan
P e n i n s u l a ,
resulting in
General Douglas

MacArthur describing the Division as
the “Avengers of Bataan.”

Following the battles in Bataan, the
Division assisted in the recapture of
Corregidor and the clearance of the
mountainous region north and east of
Manila.

It was during the Division’s fight in
the Zambales Mountains that Pfc.
William H. Thomas was posthumously
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor for actions beyond the call of
duty.  During the Luzon Campaign, the
Division saw 217 consecutive days of
combat.

In the years following World War II,
the 38th Infantry Division underwent
numerous structural changes leading up
to its current organization – a combat
division of some 14,000 soldiers drawn
primarily from the states of Indiana,
Ohio, and Michigan.

Over the years, Division soldiers
have served their states and
communities by responding to countless
emergencies and natural disasters.
Currently, Cyclone Soldiers are
deployed worldwide in support of
numerous operations.

The 38th Infantry Division is
currently participating in the NATO led
Stabilization Force (SFOR), providing
peacekeeping operations in the country
of Bosnia and Herzegovina as the
headquarters element for the
Multinational Brigade (North).

In addition to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Division currently has
Soldiers in the Sinai Penninsula and
preparing for deployment to Kosovo.

The Cyclone Warriors of the 38th
Infantry Division are an excellent
examples of today’s citizen -soldier.
The Division is ready, willing, and able
to meet the needs of state and country.
“Cyclones Sir, proud to serve.”
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Story by Spc. Michael Bennett
TFE Public Affairs

During two-and-a-half months of
training, soldiers of the 38th Division
experienced every possible kind of
training scenario that was appropriate
to this mission.

The men and women of
Stabilization Force 15 were trained
and retrained, on every skill they
might need to successfully execute
their mission in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

The Soldiers of Stabilization Force
15’s Multinational Brigade (North)
spent their first two weeks in country
training alongside their counterparts
from SFOR14.

“I’ve never been out of North
America,” said Cpl. Douglas Ruble,
2nd Plt, Team Gator.

“I’ve never done anything like this
before. All of the things (the SFOR
14 soldiers) showed us were valuable.
Things like route points and points of
interest. All of it was brand new to
us.”

Additionally, some fields require
information and training that can’t be

simulated outside of theater.
“A lot of our work involves

interacting with civilians,” said Staff
Sgt. John Zacher, the SFOR 14 Mine
Action Center Non-Commissioned-

Left Seat, Right Seat Training
The Passing of the Torch

Spc. Robert Brown (SFOR 15 G-6) works with Sgt. Cory Bonebreak
(SFOR 14 G-6) to assemble an antenna during the in country training
period before the 38th ID took command of MNB(N).

Officer-in-Charge. “You learn your
job best by getting out there and doing
it.”

“We act as a liaison with SFOR
command in Sarajevo on countermine
issues,” said Sgt. Donald Owen, from
the 113th Engineers in Gary, Ind., and
part of the new MAC, citing an
example of the contacts he acquired
during this training.

Unfortunately, because of the
unexpected tensions in Kosovo, some
SFOR 15 soldiers were forced to cut
their training short. “We investigated
a weapons cache’ and conducted a
few patrols, but we’ve been on our
own since then,” stated Spc. Charles
Redmon, 2nd Plt, Team Dragoon.
Team Dragoon’s corresponding unit
from SFOR 14 was deployed to
Kosovo as an over-the-horizon force.

“We’re trained for the opportunity
to perform,” said Sgt. Ernest Cooper,
also of 2nd Plt, Team Dragoon.
“Between (Camp) Atterbury, Ind.,
Hohenfels, Germany and here. And
that’s what we’ve done.”

An SFOR 14 soldier interacts with local children during a visit
to the area outside Eagle Base

Photos by Sgt. Nicholas Carter, G-6
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Story and Photos By Spc. Michael
Bennett
TFE Public Affairs

On April 1, command of Task
Force Eagle’s Multinational Brigade
(North) was transferred from Brig.
Gen. Richard Nash, of the 34th
Infantry Division (Mechanized), to
Brig. Gen. Timothy Wright, of the
38th ID (Mech.) here on Eagle Base.

The ceremony, officiated by Maj.
Gen. Virgil Packett, the Stabilization
Force Commander, took place in
Peacekeeper Hall.

During the event, all three generals
spoke of the great strides that have
been made by the people of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in their pursuit of
stability and prosperity, including
their progress towards joining the
Partnership for Peace.

“History has taught us that a
responsible and an accountable
government is the foundation upon

which families go
to work, raise their
children, worship
their God and
quietly live out their
lives without fear
now and for
generations to
come,” said Wright
during the
ceremony.

Both Generals
Packett and Nash
expressed similar
ideas regarding the
progress made by
the people, while
Nash put special
emphasis on the
achievements of the
previous rotation.

Nash singled out
the destruction of
more than 1,500
tons of unsafe and
unusable

38th Takes Charge 
Brig. Gen. Wright passes the

MNB(N) colors to CSM Thomas
Severe.

Brig. Gen Nash and
Brig. Gen Wright over-

seeing the troops during
the TOA.
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ammunition and ordinance by the
34th as the one achievement he took
the most pride in from his rotation.
He had also affirmed this fact during
a press conference earlier on the
morning of the transfer.

During his speech, Nash went on to
say that “less than a decade ago,
establishing a safe and secure
environment … required 60,000
multinational soldiers.’

“Today,” Nash continued, “a safe
and secure environment has been
established and SFOR 14’s role has
been to further the focus of
responsibility for civil security from
military forces to civil authorities.”

At the reception after the
ceremony, the new MNB(N) Chief of
Staff, Col. Michael Nevin, read a
letter addressed to Wright from Maj.
Gen. Gregory Vadnais, Commanding
General, 38th Infantry Division.

In his letter, Vadnais said that
SFOR 15 “represent(s) the absolute
best the 38th Infantry Division has to
offer. I have complete trust and
confidence in your judgment and you
have my total support. I know our
Soldiers will serve proudly and
distinguish themselves as the great
and outstanding Americans they are.”

Wright took the press conference
that morning as an opportunity to
affirm his, and MNB(North’s)
commitment to partnership with the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“I can assure you that I will do
everything in my power to include
you, and the organizations you
represent, in the partnership I seek to
forge with your people and your
nation,” said Wright.

He went on to say, “throughout our
rigorous training period, SFOR15
Soldiers have demonstrated the
dedication, skills and teamwork
necessary to achieve our mission. I
am very proud of them all.”

He also reaffirmed to the people of

(below) Maj. Gen. Virgil Packett,
Brig. Gen. Richard Nash and Brig.
Gen. Timothy Wright pass and
review a contingent of soldiers
from Multinational Brigade (North);
(above) Members of MNB(N) stand
ready during the ceremony.

BiH that even though the
number of Soldiers in country
has been reduced, they have
no need for concern.

“I encourage you to look to
quality, rather than quantity,”
of the soldiers involved, said
Wright. “We will maintain the
mission. Be assured that we
will remain a strong, steady
presence to help guide you
through this time of
transition.”

of MNB(N)
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From Brigadier General Wright’s TOA speech:

“A Vision for SFOR 15”
Today is a great day for everyone gathered here.
The Red Bull Division marks the completion of a highly successful rotation while the

Cyclone Division begins its own.
General Nash, your Red Bulls have set the highest standard during your mission.
We appreciate the extraordinary lengths you and your Soldiers have gone to, in order to set

the conditions for our success.
But above this, we recognize the way your Soldiers have continued to strive to aid the people

of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the great tradition of those Stabilization Forces that have come
before.

Be proud that you have shown compassion for your fellow man and made our world a better
place for all mankind.

Your sacrifices and accomplishments have not gone unnoticed. Well done Red Bulls.
To the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is now our honor to continue to assist you as you

work for the common goal of a unified and peaceful nation with firm ties to European and
international organizations.

It is in the spirit of this idea, made so real on this day, I hope to remind everyone of how near
that goal may truly be.

Since the end of the conflict that brought this country such sorrow, Bosnia and Herzegovina
has taken many steps in order to establish the stable, democratic government you now enjoy.

It is our belief that everyone in Bosnia and Herzegovina will reap the great rewards of this
government’s continual progress toward the prosperity of a free market economy; the
intellectual freedom of an open, unbiased media and the security of a system of law that
protects all people.

With everyone’s mutual efforts, the skill and professionalism of your civil and military
institutions will continue to grow and make progress into the future.

History has taught us that a responsible and an accountable government is the foundation
upon which families go to work, raise their children, worship their God and quietly live out
their lives without fear now and for generations to come.

Currently, as the leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to take steps to enter the
Partnership for Peace and the European Union, Multinational Brigade (North) will act as a
partner in the success of this transition – still present to provide assistance, yet allowing the
responsibility for civil security to shift to local authorities, where it now belongs.

This is a complex, time consuming task for all involved, but it will be achieved.
General Nash, Red Bulls – you have accomplished your mission in exemplary style.

Excellent job – mission complete!
Cyclone Division and supporting units, now that the mission is ours, I am confident in your

abilities to carry on tradition of success established by all of those who have come before us.
Each of you that stand before me now has developed the individual skills and teamwork

needed to achieve our mission.
Draw strength from your honor, your fellow Soldiers and above all, from the knowledge that

we are here to serve a greater purpose.
Cyclones! Proud to Serve!
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Bridging the Distance

Being away from home, even
for just a couple of weeks, is
tough.  Staying in touch
with your family and friends
becomes a priority.

For Stabilization Force
Soldiers recently deployed to
Bosnia and Herzegovina, it
is going to be much longer
until they see their loved
ones again. This means that
communicating with people
back home is vital for
maintaining morale and good
spirit among troops.

Maj. Markus Novosel,
Joint Military Affairs Plans
Officer, mostly calls home
and sends emails.
Conflicting time zones often dictate
when phone calls are being made.

“E-mail you can do anytime,”
Novosel said. “But calling has to be
timed. It is either late afternoon or
evening for us.”

Cyber Cafés provides free of
charge Internet services for the
peacekeepers 24-hours-a-day.
Computers are also equipped with
webcams and connected to a printer.

2nd Lt. Michael Brown, a platoon
leader with Team Dragoon,
utilizes those services on daily
basis. He believes it helps
Soldier’s morale and is very
necessary thing.

“It keeps me sane,” Brown
said.

Of course, there is another
way of keeping in touch. It is
old fashion mail. Unlike in

America,
Soldiers
in Bosnia
do not
have to
pay for
mailing
standard
letters and
limited
size packages.

Sgt. Kelly
Walsh, Task
Force Med.
Eagle, operation
room technician,
who regularly
sends letters and
postcards in
addition to

calling and e-mailing
home, is thrilled with
it.

“That is a big
plus,” she said.“It is
definitely a good
thing.”

With all advance
technology and
facilities provided to
Soldier, Novosel still
prefers to write to his
family.

“Writing by hand
is more special, much
more personal then
e-mail,” he said.“The
recipient is actually
going to hold a piece
of paper that you
wrote on.”

Novosel, who has
spent 26 years in the

military, stressed that soldiers truly

have excellent services and facilities
to keep up with their loved ones. He
said that back in his early days, when
stationed in Europe, there were only
five phone booths with about 85
people waiting.

“Now, I do not think there is any
reason why anybody should not be
able to get in touch with family back
home.”

Story by Nedima
Hadziibrisevic
TFE Media Specialist

Photos by Capt. Aaron Jenkins, Deputy PAO
2nd Lt. Michael Brown at the Morale Welfare and Recreation
Eagle’s Nest Cyber Cafe at Eagle Base. The facility also has a
videotele-conferencing room available to the Soldiers.

MWR Eagle’s Nest Cyber Cafe employee waits for
soldiers to sign in prior to using their services. There
is a 20 minute limitation for all users who are required
to sign out after completion. If no one is waiting they
will be allowed to sign in back.

Sgt. Kelly Walsh calls her husband almost
every day, while she talks to her parents
once a week.
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Eagle Base 5K run.

 SFOR soldiers enjoy a nice
game of volleyball.

Sgt. Moriah King passes
out  gifts to local children.

Gen. B.B Bell gives last minute
intstructions before going on a
mission with a squad from
Team Cobra.
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